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A Study of the Shogaku-yo Hakubutsu-zu Wall Charts
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Abstract A wall chart is a large educational illustration displayed on a classroom blackboard or
wall. Although most wall charts were imported to Japan from the United States, Germany, and
other countries during the Meiji period, some were translated and produced in Japan itself. This
article focuses on the Shogaku-yo Hakubutsu-zu (Natural History Illustrations for Elementary
School) wall charts published in 1876 — housed at the National Museum of Nature and Science —
and examines their origin, translator, copperplate engraver, and publisher.

The results reveal that Shogaku-yo Hakubutsu-zu were translated by Akira Amano at the Osaka
Normal School, who took only the flora and fauna volumes from the American “School and Fam-
ily Charts.” The Japanese charts were produced in accordance with the policy of the Osaka Normal
School, which promoted the teaching of lessons on objects. The copperplates were finely engraved
by the painter Kinseki Mori and produced mainly by Ryushodo, a prominent publisher in Osaka.
Such a rich publishing culture formed the background to the establishment of Shogaku-yo
Hakubutsu-zu. We conclude that these wall charts, which have never been examined in previous
historical studies, are a valuable resource for not only the history of education but also the natural
history of the early Meiji period.

Key words: wall chart, Shogaku-yo Hakubutsu-zu, Akira Amano, Osaka Normal School, Kinseki
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