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Abstract The purpose of the Tokyo Women's Higher Normal School (TWHNS), predecessor of
the present Ochanomizu University, was to train its students to be teachers. However, some of its
graduates became talented physicists. This paper aims to reveal the reality of its physics education
and to illustrate TWHNS as a place where female physicists were supported and encouraged. To
this end, we focus on Kokichi Otobe (1883-1944), who taught physics for over 30 years, and
examine his writings, the notebooks of his lectures, and his curriculum. We conclude that he
emphasized the importance of experiment, observation, and cultivation of an attitude to inquire
into natural laws. Moreover, the content of his lectures was highly advanced. These findings will
help explain how the physical apparatus used in TWHNS, which is now preserved in the National
Museum of Nature and Science, was used in his lectures.
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