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Oil Paintings Depicting the 1914 Sakurajima Eruption, and Their Restoration
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Abstract The National Museum of Nature and Science possesses three oil paintings depicting
the 1914 Sakurajima eruption. Nanto Omure and Kanehide Yamashita, disciples of Seiki Kuroda,
an oil painter representing Japan, drew these oil paintings. Fusakichi Omori, professor of seismol-
ogy in the Imperial University of Tokyo commissioned one of these paintings. The state of the
Sakurajima immediately after the volcanic eruption painted with oil paints echoes the violence of
volcanic smokes and thunders. These oil paintings hung originally in the Seismological Institute of
the Imperial University of Tokyo. They became dirty or moldy over time, and deteriorated because
they were in storage for years. To become worthy of admiration as works of art once again, we
restored these oil paintings and reproduced their frames. For people who are not familiar with sci-
ence, these oil paintings may become subjects of interest in a historical volcanic eruption as a
work of art, rather than as an educational tool for science.
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