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A Survey of the Documental Materials Contained in Hantaro Nagaoka Papers
with Some Corrections and Additions to His Biography

Nobumichi ARIGA
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Abstract The National Museum of Nature and Science, Japan, holds a collection of papers and
other materials of Hantaro Nagaoka (1865-1950), arguably Japan's leading physicist of the early
twentieth century. The author has been engaging in reorganizing H. Nagaoka's papers for a few
years, and the present article is intended to be a partial report. It presents a survey of approxi-
mately 185 items of the documental materials such as official documents of appointments or deco-
rations, documents related to business trips, and notices of salaries. In particular, the article com-
pares the personal-historical events revealed by these primary sources with the descriptions given
in Nagaoka's authoritative biography published in 1973. This quick survey suggests that one can
use these documental materials not only for historical studies but also to correct and enlarge the

biography itself, the authors of which were the first to attempt to organize the Nagaoka Papers.
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