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Abstract The Meiji Kumamoto earthquake, whose magnitude was estimated as 6.3, occurred on
July 28, 1889. This event was the first destructive shallow earthquake since the modern seismol-
ogy started in Japan. Scientists of the College of Science, Imperial University, conducted after-
shock observations and field surveys after the earthquake. The National Museum of Nature and
Science (NMNS) has in its possession some materials, such as survey documents and photographs,
related to this earthquake. The photographs, especially, are considered the oldest ones that inten-
tionally focused on the damages incurred from an earthquake. There are 11 photographs showing
the destroyed stonewalls of Kumamoto Castle, the damage to the military facilities in the castle,
the damage in the town, and the temporary houses. These were taken by Rihei Tomishige, who
was a photographer in Kumamoto city. NMNS also possesses the field notes of the investigations
and sketches by Hantaro Nagaoka. The items are available among the archival materials on scien-
tists. In addition, NMNS preserves a color print of this earthquake showing the damage in Kuma-
moto city. This color print was published in Tokyo a few days after the event and was a confirma-
tion that this earthquake was a rare and huge one of its time.

Key words: the 1889 Meiji Kumamoto earthquake, historical materials in seismology,
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