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Abstract: In Japanese clocks we can find not so many but some examples which have an astro-
nomical display. The lantern clock with pyramid stand the owner of which is Kondo, one of the
authors, is a Japanese clock which has an astronomical display with a solar hand and a moon
phase, and we can recognize that its maker was Musashi Hirayama from the sign engraved on one
of the pillars of clock frame. It is known that Musashi Hirayama was one of the famous clock
makers whose name was found in the guide book of Kyoto, “Kyo-Habutae”, or in the genre and
workman encyclopedia, “Jinrin-Kunmo-Zui”. We had a good opportunity of disassembly investi-
gation for Musashi Hirayama’s clock, then we could ascertain the details of the clockwork and the
astronomical display. Thereby we understood that an astronomical display in Japanese clocks was
probably introduced rather in its early history and that its design and technics were probably intro-
duced through the technical school belonging to the seminary established for the purpose of Chris-
tian evangelism.
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