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Abstract

Nishimura Co. Ltd. is one of the oldest astronomical telescope makers in Japan and is

known as the maker of the first professional reflecting telescope of Japan. We investigate historical
materials of the company and find the oldest photo-album including 216 photos, indicating early
history of modern telescopes in Japan. In this paper, we report outline of the materials and results
of investigation of the oldest photo-album. Photos in the album are classified into four periods:
founding period, around 10th year of Showa, World War II wartime, and post-war reconstruction
period. We indicate characteristics of these photos and periods.
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