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Technical Origin of the Surveying Method in Shimizu’s School
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Abstract Many surveying methods are known depending on used instruments. Shimizu Taemon
Sadanori adopted the plane board (kenban), which was original in Japan. Its plane board is useful
instead of pole and L square (like a carpenter’s square) known well in old China and Japan. In
West, various instruments such as quadrant, circumferentor, theodolite and plain table were used in
the end of 16th century and in the start of 17th century with the trigonometrical function, which
was not introduced in Japan till the 18th century. The originality of the surveying method of
Shimizu’s school exists in the fact that they have measured based on the concept only of geometri-

cal similarity without trigonometrical function.
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