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Abstract The technology of Japanese clocks is a leading technology in machinery in Japan of
Edo period, but the history of their development is not known so well. The reason is that most
Japanese clocks don’t have inscriptions of maker’s signature and production date. The authors paid
attention to the characteristics of five Japanese clocks which was made by Masatomi Kanematsu
and his workshop with double foriot and with inscriptions of maker’s signature and production
date, and we were able to find a Japanese clock which was probably made by Masatomi Kanematsu
with double foriot but without inscriptions. It is known that the Kanematsu’s workshop was making
the Japanese clocks in Wakasa, Fukui district in the latter of Edo period and was consisted of two
Japnese clockmakers, Masatomi Kanematsu and Masanao Kanematsu at least. We clarified the
characteristics of the Japanese clocks which were made by the Kanematsu’s workshop by the inves-
tigation of these six Japanese clocks. In addition, we confirmed the practical method for the appli-
cation of double foriots to indicating the temporal hour.

Key words: Japanese clock, lantern clock, Masatomi Kanematsu, Masanao Kanematsu, double
foriot
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