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Determination of First Domestic Prismatic Binoculars
and its Technical Background

Keiichi Sajo and Takashi NAKAJIMA

Department of Science and Engineering, National Science Museum,
3-23-1 Hyakunin-cho, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 169-0073, Japan

Abstract A newly found prismatic binoculars is determined as a so-called “Mori-type” binocu-
lars, which is the first domestic product in Japan, after detailed comparison with two binoculars
certainly produced at Tokyo artilleryman arsenal at early Taisyo era and from consideration by
literatures. In addition, we consider the technical background where these binoculars appeared and
the influence given to the domestic optical industry at that time.
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