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Tentative Report of Materials included in “The Toyota Collection”

Masahiro MAEJIMA and Kazuyoshi Suzuki

Dept. of Science & Engineering, National Science Museum,
3-23-1 Hyakunin-cho, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo, 169-0073, Japan

Abstract Toyota Motor Corp. had deposited The TOYOTA Collection with National Science
Museum for historical research of “Monozukuri(production)” in pre-modern Japan. This Collec-
tion consists of 524 items on the asset management catalog, which includes art, science and tech-
nology, industry, and other items of materials of production.

This paper is a tentative report of these materials, before we will make arrangement for full-
fledged study. Some items constitute several objects produced in different times. An individual
numbers of items might be absolutely essential, because this number had been classified to allocate
on each character of object in addition to asset to management number, therefore whole number of
objects are over 1300 accounts. These number would be worthy to re-define classified subject, and
to re-categorize with objects, too.

Outlines of each subject in the collection are set out on this pre-research. Our cooperate re-
searcher Professor Jyunji Tanahashi had tried to analyze for classification of 37 glass items include
in the collection by visual observation. As a result on this analyzes, Prof. Tanahashi estimated one
glass item that had been produced in Edo Era. Measuring the specific gravity, a data of definite evi-
dences will be gotten. However we have to use the method of nondestructive inspection for full-
fledged study.

Key words: TOYOTA collection, Historical materials, Science and technology, Pre-modern
Japan
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