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Abstract This paper is a study on a typical industrial facility built early in the
Meiji era (1868-1912), when several western industries were introduced to Japan. It
was a reason why we selected this facility to research, that this facility had a value
for research as a result of (data from) the survey of the various historical industri-
al facilities existing around the Inland Kanto District in 1988. The principal pur-
pose of this project is to make clear the character of technology transfered from the
western world to Japan in the Meiji era.

This object, originally called Shinmachi Waste Thread Spinning Mill (now Kane-
bo Food Company, Shinmach Factory), was known as one of the earliest in-
dustrial facilities existing in Japan. Although quite popular in history of Technology,
this facility was not researched in a regular historical survey. Therefore, the year
of establishment of each structure was not confirmed.
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One purpose of this reseach is to confirm the establishment year of some of the
structures. As a result of this research, we could confirm, that the earlist one was
bulit in 1894, and also two buildings were built around 1898. Though we could not
pointed out the original structure of these facilities, we pointed out the possibility
they existed.

The second purpose of this research is to prove the relationship between the
development of the power system and the change of the facility structure. And we
could get a following result that the development of power system is closely relat-
ed to the arrangement of each facility. That was shown by the survey of structures.

At first, the original factory established the power plant that had used a double
system of power with both a water turbine wheel and a system engine. Secondly,
a single system with a steam engine was used. And finally, an electric motor system
took the place of it. By this research, we could see the growth of these facilities and
the development of the power plant. From correspondence between this result and
both some existing drawing of factory plans and documents, we concluded that the
developement of the power system influences the structure of a facility.
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