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A Historical Consideration on the Original Style of
The First National Bank

By
Keiichi SHIMIZU

Department of Engineering, National Science Museum, Tokyo

Abstract

The modernization of Japanese architecture following the Meiji Restration meant,
in effect, the gradual adoption of Western styles and methods. At the beginning of
the Meiji Era Japanese architects made notable experiments in Western style. Full-
fledged construction in such foreign materials as brick was of course impossible for the
early Japanese architects, and they compromised with exploiting the exotic elements
of Western architecture, while employing materials easily obtainable in Japan. The
First National Bank was the most characteristic building among these semi-foreign
style of that time.

This building was planned by Kisuke SHimizu II (1872), and representative of the
best of the early Western-style employed by the Japanese. But, at the end of the Meiji
Era, this Building was destroyed.

The aim of this paper is to make clear how the First National Bank was designed.
To achieve this purpose, several new historical materials of this building, which were
discovered in Mistui Bunko by Toru Hastuta, was used to reconstruct this building.
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