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Summary

In this paper, the writer discusses the establishment of the Yawata Steel-works
controlled by the Imperial Japanese Government, and the failure in operation of
the first blast furnace, from the point of view of the history of technology.

The technical installation plan of the Steel-works was created by Kageyoshi Noro
(1895), but the plan was changed by Michitaro Ohshima (1897). Kageyoshi Noro
planned it according to his experience in Kamaishi Ironworks, but Michitaro Ohshima
considered the productive capacity important, and he altered the ironworks facilities
following a new system which Japanese had never experienced. But his plan failed,
because the new system was not adaptable to the technical standard of Japanese
technology.

He repeated exactly the failure which had already been experienced early in
the Meiji era. The above fact proves that technology could not be established without
engineering, even if technical devices were introduced.
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