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Summary

The author intends to clarity the establishement of modern iron making technology
in Japan from the veiwpoint of the history of technology.

In this paper, He indicates some causes of the failure of the Kamaishi Ironworks
administerd by the Meiji Government. The direct cause, He concludes, is attributed
to the shortage of charcoal as the fuel. More generally the principal design of the
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Kamaishi ironworks must be brought into question.
chnology was transferred, those who committed themselves to these works were unable

£ W i

to have a proper image about the system of iron making technology.

Tanaka by the Meiji Government.

Since then, The ownership of the Kamaishi Ironworks was transferred to Chobei
At the Kamaish-Tanaka Ironworks in the blast
furnace charcoal was used as a fuel and the volume of the furnace grew smaller than
before. The engineers of the Kamaish-Tanaka Ironworks derived some rules from
knowledge and experience, and the technology of a charcoal blast furnace in Japa

was established.
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That is, when the western te-
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