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Makito Teduka1) and Hideki Endo2): Utilization of Fecal Pile Sites, and Food Habit of the Raccoon Dog

(Nyctereutes procyonoides) in the Akasaka Imperial Gardens, Tokyo
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Summary

On the raccoon dog (Nyctereutes procyonoides) in the Akasaka Imperial Gardens, we examined the fecal

pile sites by using the sensor cameras and the food habits by analyzing the fecal contents. We confirmed

ten fecal pile sites in the Gardens and took totally 191 photographs of the raccoon dogs in the sites. Each

individual was similar in external appearance, and the mange was not observed in the photographs. From

the photograph data, we suggest that the animal may also use the fecal pile sites as feeding areas. The

seasonal changes of use frequency were demonstrated in some sites. The raccoon dogs were fairly active

in both daytime and night time during the period of the examinations. The raccoon dogs mainly fed on

º»�-��KL0�KR��S7;� 45



insects, fruits, myriapods and small birds. Seasonal change of food habits was indicated and the

coprophagous and coprophilic insects were exclusively confirmed in colder season. We suggest that the

raccoon dogs may maintain the fecal piles to secure foods in sites in winter.
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