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On territory of Japanese Ptarmigan (Lagopus mutus japonicus CLARK)

in the Murodo area, Tateyama, Japan Alps, in 1967 and 1968.

Tsuruta Soichiro, Sakurai Nobuo and Shinji Chiba
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Summary

1) A population of japanese ptarmigan (Lagopus
mutus japonicus CLARK) were investigated on
about 200 ha of natural alpine community in the
Murodo area, Tateyama, Japan Alps, in 1967 and
1968.

The population was well isolated by small valleys
from other habitat.

2) Territory census was made by plotting the favourite
look-out post on detailed large-scal maps and by
observing song flights and territorial disputes.

3) In both years about 20 males were found out; 8
paired, 1probably paired and 12 unmated in 1967
and 9paired, 1 probably paired and 10 unmated in
1968.

4) All the territories situated at above 2300 meters in
altitude. The average territory size was about 3ha.

5) In both years, all nests were found out on the
ground was free from snow in mid-May; 15 nests
were discovered on border of Pinus pumila com-
munity, one was at the edge of Juniperus com-
munis community and another one was at the foot
of a rock covered with the branches and leaves of

Alnus hirsuta.





