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Purprewouse-Eared Flower

Impatiens kingdon-wardii, Myanmar

A small purPJ’c flower with petals resembling mouse ears found atop Mt Victona in
Myanmar.Z7

Discoverers: Nobuyuki Tanaka, Takashi Sugawara, Mu Mu Aung & Jin Murata

Within the “"Chin Hills” of Southwest Myanmar is Mt Victoria, the highest mountain in
the range at 3,015 m. As dusk neared on a particularly harsh and rainy day in 2002,
Dr. Mobuyuki Tanaka made his way down a stream at the foot of the mountain,
picking leeches off his arms and legs as he went. He noticed a small purple flower
hiding under the shade of the foliage along the banks of the stream. Unknown to him
at the time, the last person to collect a specimen of this flower was the legendary
British botanist and explorer Frank Kingdon-Ward in 1956.27

Dr. Tanaka had originally been drawn to Mt. Victoria because there had been no
botanical research there since Kingdon-Ward's last survey in 195628 Kingdon-Ward's
explorations in Myanmar and the Himalayas in the early 20th Century led to many
tales of adventure and new species discoverie 529 put Impatiens kingdon-wardii is the
most recent species to bear his name.

Because Dr. Tanaka and his team were only able to find small populations of the species in locations within Matma Taung (Mt. Victoria) Mational
Park at the base of the mountain, they have preliminarily assigned it to be Vulnerable (VU)} according to the IUCN Red List Criteria. Dr. Tanaka is a
project leader for a new parinership between the Mational Museum of Nature and Science in Tokyo and the Myanmar Ministry of Natural
Resources and Environmental Conservation aimed at increasing floristic research in unexplored parts of Myanmar. They hope this project will lead
to more new species discoveries in the region in years to come 28

This lithe purple flower is another unigue gem of the many endemic species within the Impatiens genus in Myanmar, but it is also a reminder that
the age of exploration is far from over. Scientists like Dr. Tanaka are the new generation of explorers out to discover the unknown.

The "Chin Hillz" where Impatiens kimgodon-wardii was discoversd.
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