The Father of Museums in Japan

TANAKA Yoshio

(1838—1916)

Before and after the Meiji Restoration, Japan was
'ery receplive to both Western culture and science and
e was a great need for scientific education and
activities to help spread such knowledge

throughout society.

Baron Yoshio Tanaka was a key figure in the
witchover from the Japanese “Honzogaku™
approach to the study of natural history, and through
s publications and exhibitions introduced the Western
field of natural history to the public.

fanaka also realized his dream of creating a museufm-
200, botanical gardens and library as research and
educational institutions in the Ueno Ared.

He is the one of contributors 10
the modernization of Japan-
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