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Abstract.
Imperial Palace and Kitanomaru Park, Tokyo. A total of 11 species were identified, including two frog species,

From 2021 to 2024, surveys were conducted to evaluate the status of amphibians and reptiles in the

three lizard species, three snake species, and three turtle species. Within the Imperial Palace grounds, Dryophytes
leopardus, which was recorded in the previous survey in 2000 (as Hyla japonica), was not observed this time,
suggesting the species may be extinct in this area. Bufo formosus was confirmed with only one juvenile, indicating
a significant decline and near extinction. This decline was attributed to the spread of Lithobates catesbeianus, a
non-native invasive species introduced from North America. Conversely, there were no major changes observed
in the overall composition of reptile species. However, regarding softshell turtles, pure Pelodiscus japonicus were
confirmed in the enclosed waters within the Imperial Palace, while for the first time, hybrid individuals of P.
Japonicus and P. sinensis were found in the outer moat. Among the reptiles and amphibians of the Imperial Palace,
amphibians are particularly at risk. Urgent efforts are needed to conserve the only remaining native amphibian,
Bufo japonicus.
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Fig. 1. (A) An amplexing pair of Bufo formosus (The East Garden, on 7 March 2013). (B) A juvenile B. formosus

(Kamidokan-bori, on 9 July 2025). (C) Tadpoles of B. formosus (Kitanomaru Park, on 14 April 2023).
(D) Juveniles of B. formosus found under a log (Kitanomaru Park, on 14 April 2023). (E) Lithobates
catesbeianus (The East Garden, on 11 October 2022). (F) A group of L. catesbeianus lined up by the old
pool at the night (on 11 October 2022). (G) A Gekko japonicus active on the wall at the night (Fukiage
Garden, on 12 October 2021). (H) Plestiodon finitimus (on 19 April 2023).
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Fig. 2. (A) Takydromus tachydromoides (Fukiage Garden, on 13 August 2021). (B) Elaphe climacophora (Fukiage
Garden, on 12 October 2021). (C) Elaphe quadrivirgata (Nakadokan-bori, on 11 October 2022). (D) Hebius
vibakari (Nakadokan-bori, on 11 October 2022). (E) Mauremys reevesii (Tenjin-bori, on 8 November
2023). (F) Trachemys scripta elegans found at Ote-mon (on 21 May 2024). (G) A hybrid softshell turtle

between Pelodiscus japonicus and P. sinensis (Hamaguri-bori, on 26 July 2023). (H) Pelodiscus japonicus
(Nakadokan-bori, on 20 April 2022).
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