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Aquatic Vascular Plants of the Imperial Palace, Tokyo, 2021-2025
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Abstract. Aquatic vascular plant surveys were conducted in the Imperial Palace and the Outer
Gardens (Kokyo Gaien, Tokyo) between 2021 and 2025. As a result, 128 specimens were
collected, and 37 species belonging to 27 genera and 18 families were confirmed. Four species are
listed as nationally threatened, and 13 species are listed as threatened in Tokyo. Notably, Hydrilla
verticillata, Najas gracillima, Potamogeton crispus, Potamogeton pusillus, Ceratophyllum
demersum, Elatine triandra var. pedicellata, and Trapa jeholensis represent important populations
within Tokyo, emphasizing the significance of the Imperial Palace and Outer Gardens as habitats
that maintain high species diversity of aquatic vascular plants. Comparisons with previous survey
records further revealed that 15 species were re-recorded after periods during which their presence
had not been confirmed.

Keywords: hygrophyte, red list, Tokyo, urban ecosystem, water plants.
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