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New or Noteworthy Philippine Orchids
Conserved in the Tsukuba Botanical Garden
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Trichoglottis apoensis Hashimoto, sp. nov. Figs. 1~ 3.

A Trichoglottis latisepala var. tricarinata affinis sed laminis foliorum prope planis; inflor-
escentis plus floriferis; floribus minoribus, pallescentibus; perianthiis erectiusculis, lobis lateralibus
labelli antice revolutis, lobo medio labelli unicarinato.

Epiphytic plant. Stem concealed by the sheaths, terete, about 5 mm thick, simple or branched
at the lower node; internodes 10 mm long near the base, 25 mm long near the summit, about
20 mm long for the most; main stem about 60 mm long, bearing 25 leaves except for about 8 fallen
ones at the basal part, pendulous, gradually and slightly ascending from the apical 1/6; branch
ascending, 20 cm long. Leaves distichous, articulate; sheaths light green or green with brownish
violet spots in the upper 4 to 6 ones; blade green, at the back, coriaceous, narrowly oblique-
lanceolate, 7 to 11.5 mm long, 9 to 14 mm wide, subacute in the anterior half with a mucro or an
acumen, posterior half-blade acute or subacute, 3 to 7 mm shorter than the anterior half; midrib
depressed; margins somewhat recurved but nearly flat. Inflorescences about 25 mm wide, sub-
opposite the leaf-blade, penetrating out the sheath, sessile, rarely 4-, commonly 12- to 16-
flowered; racemes sometimes 1 to 3, commonly 4, 4 to 5 mm long, closely proximate each other,
arranged to the stem in a pair of longitudinal rows, born from a swelling of which about 0.5 to
1 mm high, thus seems to be an umbell. Floral bract minute, close to the pedicel in flowering,
transparently membranaceous, triangularly depressed ovate, obtuse, less than 1 mm long, removable
and changing to brownish in late flowering. Pedicellate ovary pale rose, 3 to 8 mm long. Flowers
fragrant, aggregate, half-opened, transversely 6 to 8 mm wide. Dorsal sepal pale rose, narrowly
obovate, apparently concave, obtuse, 6 mm long and 2.1 mm wide when expanded, 3-nerved. Lateral
sepals pale rose, obliquely ovate, subacute, semicircularly auriculate at the lower side of the base,
basally connate each other at the upper side, thus forming a mentum, 7 mm long, 4 mm wide, 3-
nerved. Petals pale rose, slightly connate at the base with the lateral sepal, obliquely obovate,
slightly concave, obtuse, apparently shorter than the sepals when expanded, 5 mm long, 2.4 mm
wide, 3-nerved. Lip carnose, affixed to the base of the column, 3-lobed, saccately spurred, 7 mm
long, 2 mm wide in natural position; lateral lobes white, small, connate with the column, decurved
to the front at the apex, about 1 mm high; midlobe white, concave, subquadrate, subtruncate at the
apex, about 2.5 mm long, with a minute callus at the middle of the base; lamina pale rose, greatly
carnose toward the back with a longitudinal groove, thus almost closed the opening of the spur,
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Fig. 2. Inflorescence of Trichoglottis apoensis
(same plant as Fig. 1), Xca. 3. Photographed
on Feb. 14, 1988.

< Fig. 1. Trichoglotiis apoensis in cultivation (TBG
acce. no. 12868, type plant), Xca. 0.6. Photo-
graphed on Feb. 14, 1987.

papillate inside except for the bottom of a central groove; spur pale rose, laterally compressed,
hemispherical and slightly downcurved, about 3.5 mm long, 1.7 mm wide, 3 mm high, glabrous
inside; beneath the column a ligulate plate of which hairy at the side of the lip arises posteriorly
to the opening of the spur. Column white, about 5 mm long including a 2.5 mm long free portion,
with laterally expanded swellings, about 2 mm wide, subtruncate; rostellum thin, invertedly cana-
liculate, hastately triangular when expanded, deeply forked at the anterior portion. Anther cap
white, hemispherical with an acuminate front. Pollinia yellow, 4 in a pair, ellipsoid; adaxials larger,
about 0.6 mm long; abaxials about 0.4 mm long; stipe transparent, linear, about 1.7 mm long, reflexed
from the basal area of the viscidium,; viscidium membranaceous, ovate, about 1.3 mm long, closely
attached beneath the rostellum, slightly fused with rostellum at the abaxial face.

MINDANAO. Mt. Apo; In mossy rain-forest near the Forestry Development Office, Aug. 18, 1980,
coll. by T. Hashimoto, specimen made from the cultivated stock (TBG acc. no. 12868) in the
greenhouse of the Tsukuba Botanical Garden on Feb. 20, 1988-type in TNS (9504293).

This new species is an ally of Trichoglottis rosea (Lindl.) Ames, from which it is distinguished
by the long and narrow leaves, pedicels with a closely attached floral bract, scented flowers,
suberect sepals and petals without rose-violet spots, white lobes of the lip, large viscidium, etc.
The species is most closely related to 7. latisepala Ames var. tricarinata Hashimoto, seq., but
differs from it by having rather flat but not decurved margins of the leaf-blade, much floriferous
inflorescences, small, less opened and odorless flowers, somewhat revolute end of lateral lobes of

the lip, a less constrict spur and the unicarinate lip at the base on the midlobe. The flowers are



Philippine Orchids

29

Fig. 3. Trichoglottis apoensis, drawn from the type material. A, apical part of the branch, X0.5. B, leaf,
sectioned, x3. C, flower, lateral sepals, slightly spread out, X6. D, dorsal sepal, spread out, X 6. E, petal,
x6. F, lateral sepal, spread out, X6. G, lip and column with pedicellate ovary from side, natural position,
% 6. H, lip, longitudinally sectioned, x6. I, column, oblique view, X10. J, anther, ventral view, X20. K,
pollinarium, showing ventral view of pollinia, X20.





































