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On the History of the Large Pillar Clock with Detailed
Hour Scale Exhibited at the National Science Museum

By

Katsuhiro SASAKI', Makoto WATANABE?
and Katsushi NUNOMURA®

! Department of Sciencs and Engineering, National Science Museum
2 Toyama Science Museum

Abstract The large pillar clock with detailed hour scale ‘SEIMITSU SHAKU-
DOKET’ has been exhibited at the National Science Museum on loan from Mr. Hyoe
Takabayashi since 1931, but its movement has beem missing and its history has
been unknown. In 1986 Watanabe and Nunomura of authors found a movement of
a kind of Japanese astronomical clock ‘SUIYO-KYUGI’ at the ‘KOJU-BUNKO’
library at Sinminato City in Toyama prefecture. After examining them, we could
not concluse directly whether the movement of the library was the missing one
of the pillar clock, but we found out that the temporal hour displayed on the
hour scale was the same one used in old ‘KAGA’ clam in Edo Pepiod, the area
of Ishikawa and Toyama prefecture in present time.
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