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A Consideration on the Introduction of the Western Techniques
at the Latest Period of Tokugawa Government

—Regarding to the Introduced Techniques Employed
in the Construction of Dockyards—

By
Kazuyoshi SUZUKI

Department of Science and Engineering, National Science Museum, Tokyo

Abstract This paper tries to consider how to introduce the western techniques at
the latest period of Tokugawa government. The way of the introduction for the
construction of dockyards is of particular interest.

From a research into the literatures on dockyards (Nagasaki and Saga, Satuma,

Yokosuka), conclusions derived are threefold as follows:

1. The introduction, accompanied with the education by “Oyatoi” foreign helpers,
of the western techniques at that period was first carried out toward the craft-
men or the engeneers of Tokugawa government and some clans only in Naga-
saki dockyard.

2. Saga clan constructed her own dockyard more successfully by those techniques
learned and the introduced machines.

3. The way of the introduction of the western techniques, at that period, affected
the industrial policies by the Meiji government.
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