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Terrestrial Globe Made by Harumi Shibukawa in
Edo Era and Making of its Replica
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Abstract

Terrestrial globe made by Harumi Shibukawa at 1695 in Edo era, in the possesion of
National Science Museum, is the oldest terrestrial globe remainning in Japan made by
Japanese manufacturers. Harumi Shibukawa (1639-1715) is first official astronomer in the
Tokugawa shogunate. He carried out geographic research together with astronomical ones.
Therefore, this globe is expected to reflect his research and was registered as an important
caltural property in 1990. Accompanied with this registration, making of its replica for
exhibition was planned but materialized last year.

In this paper, I describe several characteristics of this globe and the process of making
replica.
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