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Photo Slides of the Eruption of Bandai-san in 1888
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Abstract Glass photo slides of the eruption of Bandai-san in 1888 are in geophysical collections
of the National Science Museum, Tokyo. Many pictures of the distractive event in Aizu,
Fukushima Prefecture were recorded on dry photographic plates, and slide shows on the eruption
were held for relief to victims of the disaster. However, a large part of the photographs and the
slides have been lost. The slide set in the NSM collection contains 24 photographs taken by W. K.
Burton and few other anonymous photographers accompanying with scientists who surveyed the
eruption immediately after. The slides, some of which are colored, were probably projected in a
public lecture held at Hitotsubashi Hall of the Imperial University in Tokyo. The lecture was pre-
sented by K. Sekiya (the first professor of seismology) who performed the study on the eruption of
Bandai-san as the principal investigator.
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