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Abstract

Authentic specimens of Japanese Cnicus [=Cirsium in the current sense] described

and annotated by Franchet and Savatier and deposited at the Muséum National d’Histoire Na-
turelle, Paris (P) are re-examined. Cirsium ovalifolium (Franch. & Sav.) Matsum. [=Cnicus ovali-
folius Franch. & Sav.] is recognized as a distinct species and both C. yatsugatakense Nakai and C.
nipponicum (Maxim.) Makino var. alpestre Kitam. are reduced to synonyms of this species. All the
type specimens described by them are illustrated here for the first time.
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Aiming at the accomplishment of a mono-
graph of the genus Cirsium of Japan, 1 have con-
ducted extensive field works throughout Japan
and have reported some results of the studies
(Kadota, 1989, 1990, 1991, 1993, 1995a, 1995b,
1996, 1997a, 1997b, 1998a, 1998b, 1999, 2000,
2002a, 2002b). Studying authentic specimens of
Cirsium in herbaria is also indispensable to the
achievement of the monograph together with
such field works.

In Enumeratio Plantarum in Japonia Sponte
Crescentium I-II (1874—1877) A. Franchet and P.
A. L. Savatier studied Japanese thistles and de-
scribed five new species, two new varieties and a
new form under the genus Cnicus L.: Cnicus
Hilgendorfi Franch. & Sav., Cnicus tanakae
Franch. & Sav., Cnicus tanakae forma foliis dis-
sectis Franch. & Sav., Cnicus japonicus (DC.)
Maxim. €. vulcani Franch. & Sav., Cnicus japon-
icus (DC.) Maxim. . obvallatus Franch. & Sav.,
Cnicus oligophyllus Franch. & Sav., Cnicus
Reinii Franch. & Sav., Cnicus ovalifolius Franch.
& Sav. Later Matsumura (1884) transferred these
taxa to the genus Cirsium. However, he did not
examine these materials at P (Kitamura, 1978).
After Matsumura’s transfer Japanese thistles have
been treated as members of the genus Cirsium.

Cirsium, Franchet and Savatier, Japan, Muséum National d’Histoire Naturelle (P),

Kitamura actually carried out the examinations
of the specimens and reported several important
results (Kitamura, 1978). For instance he stated
that Cirsium tanakae (Franch. & Sav.) Matsum.
[=Cnicus tanakae Franch. & Sav.] should be re-
duced to a synonym of Cirsium nipponicum
(Maxim.) Makino var. incomptum (Maxim.)
Kitam. [nom. nud.] and that Cirsium oligophyl-
lum (Franch. & Sav.) Matsum. [Cnicus oligophyl-
lum Franch. & Sav.] is the correct name assigna-
ble to the thistle called “Nohara-azami” in Japan.
However, Kitamura did express only his conclu-
sions and he did not mention the reasons why his
conclusions were drawn. For this reason we are
unable to discuss critically about his views.

In November of 2002 I had a chance to exam-
ine the specimens studied by Franchet and Sa-
vatier at the Muséum National d’Histore Na-
turelle, Paris (P). Here I will report the results of
the examinations of the specimens deposited at P
in order of appearance in Enumeratio. This work
will form the foundation of a monograph on
Japanese Cirsium (Asteraceae), together with the
results of the observations of the specimens stud-
ied by C. J. Maximowicz at the Komarov Botani-
cal Institute, Russian Academy of Sciences (LE)
(Kadota, 1993).
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1) *“2647. Cnicus comosus (Maxim.) Franch.
& Sav., Enum. Pl Jap., II: 409 (1877). Hab. circa
Yokoska, rarior”

No specimens were cited in Enumeratio nor
those identified as Cnicus comosus by Franchet
and Savatier were not found at P. According to
the locality this is considered as Cirsium nippon-
icum (Maxim.) Makino var. comosum (Franch. &
Sav.) Kitam., which is a littoral form of Cirsium
nipponicum (Maxim.) var. incomptum (Maxim.)
Kitam. ex Kadota (Kadota, unpubl.).

2) “(945). Cnicus pexus (Maxim) Franch. &
Sav., Enum. Pl. Jap., II: 410 (1877). Cnicus suf-
Sfultus Maxim. var. pexus Maxim.”

Any specimens under this name were not cited
in Enumeratio. The specimens annotated by
Franchet and Savatier as Cnicus pexus are collec-
tions from three localities in Japan. The collec-
tion from Yokohama (October 1876, ‘“Yoko-
hana”, Dickens) is assignable to Cirsium nippon-
icum (Maxim.) Makino var. comosum (Franch. &
Sav.) Kitam.

The collection from “Abashiri” (29 July 1890,
Faurie 5430, Fig. 1) is ascribable to Cirsium alpi-
cola Nakai. According to Sato (1938) and Kaku-
ta (1992) on 29 July 1890 Abbé U. Faurie was
staying at the eastern part of the Oshima Penin-
sula, southern Hokkaido. Cirsium alpicola is re-
stricted to the southern part of Hokkaido and the
northern part of Honshu (Kadota, 1995a). Ac-
cording to Kakuta (1992) again Faurie stayed at
Abashiri on 8 July 1890 (the locality Abashiri is
located in the eastern part of Hokkaido and is
distant from the Oshima Peninsula by ca. 400 km
in a beeline). It is highly possible that the locality
“Abashiri” on the sheet Faurie 5430 might be
Faurie’s clerical error.

The collections from Nagasaki (Kyushu,
Kundsho-san, in pratis ad pedum, 1863, Maxi-
mowicz; Shimabara, 1863, Maximowicz, Fig. 2)
are referred to Cirsium suffultum (Maxim.) Mat-
sum. In conclusion “Cricus pexus” in the sense
of Franchet and Savatier is a mixture of three
Cirsium species; C. nipponicum var. comosum,
C. alpicola and C. suffultum.

3) “2648. Cnicus incomptus (Maxim.) Franch.
& Sav., stat. nov., Enum. PL Jap., II: 410 (1877),
Cnicus suffultus Maxim. var. incomptus Maxim”.

No specimens are cited in Enumeratio. There
are 18 sheets annotated as Cnicus incomptus at P,
They were collected from Yokosuka (Nippon,
[Honshu,] Yokoska, no date, Savatier 2540, Fig.
3; Yokoska, 1866-1874, Savatier 687; circa
Yokoska, no date, Savatier 2970). The collections
from Yokohama (circa Yokohama, frequens, Nov.
1876, Dickins) and Hakone (in tractu Hakone,
Savatier 3830) are characterized by having medi-
um-sized capitula and campanulate involucres
with 8-9-seriate phyllaries and without glandular
bodies on the middle or inner phyllaries. They
are well agreeable with Cirsium nipponicum var.
incomptum from the western part of the Kanto
District, central Honshu.

4) “2649. Cnicus Hilgendorfi Franch. & Sav.,
Enum. Pl. Jap., II: 410 (1877). Hab. in insula
Nippon, probabiliter in ruderatis circa Yedo”

The type specimen from Yedo [Tokyo] (ex
urbe Yedo (Japon), Savatier 3209, Fig. 4) is as-
cribable to Cirsium pendulum Fisch. ex DC.

Description: blade of a cauline leaf broadly
obovate, 25cm long, 1lcm wide, glabrous on
both side, deeply pinnatilobate; lobes 7-jugate,
lanceolate, 4-7 cm long, ca. 1 cm wide. Capitula
several, nodding; peduncles 3-4cm long; sub-
tending leaves 1-2, linear. Involucres campanu-
late, 2cm in diameter, 1.5 cm long; phyllaries 8-
seriate; outer phyllaries narrowly ovate, 5Smm
long, reflexed. Corollae immature.

5) “(946). Cnicus Tanakae Franch. & Sav.,
Enum. P1. Jap., I1: 411 (1877)”

Agreeing with Kitamura (1978), the type spec-
imen of Cnicus tanakae Franch. & Sav. (141. Na-
azami, Carduus?, Cirsium?, Fig. 5) is assignable
to Cirsium nipponicum (Maxim.) Makino var. in-
comptum (Maxim.) Kitam. ex Kadota.

Description: Stem 25 cm tall, simple, sparing-
ly arachnoid throughout the surface. Basal leaves
withering at anthesis. Blades of lower cauline
leaves elliptic to narrowly elliptic, 10-15cm
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Fig. 1. Cnicus pexus (Maxim.) Franch. & Sav. [=Cirsium alpicola Nakai] (“Abashiri”, 29 July 1890, Faurie
5430, P). The locality “Abashiri” is considered as Faurie’s clerical error and this thistle is presumed to be col-
lected in the castern part of the Oshima Peninsula, Hokkaido.
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Petroputitani.

Fig. 2. Cnicus pexus (Maxim.) Franch. & Sav. [=Cirsium suffultum (Maxim.) Matsum.] (Nagasaki, Shimabara,
1863, Maximowicz, P).
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Fig. 3. Cnicus incomptus (Maxim.) Franch. & Sav. [=Cirsium nipponicum (Maxim.) Makino var. incomptum
(Maxim.) Kitam. ex Kadota] (Nippon, circa Yokoska, Savatier 2541, P).
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Fig. 4. Type specimen of Cnicus Hilgendorfi Franch. & Sav. [=Cirsium pendulum Fisch. ex DC.] (ex urbe Yedo
(Japon), Savatier 3209, P).
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