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Figs. 4–9. 4. A clay cuneiform tablet BM28109 in BM (Courtesy of the Trustees of the British Museum). 5. Dia-
toms observed using SEM on tablet BM28109. Nitzschia palea (Kütz.) W.Sm. Length: 27 µm, breadth: 
4.5 µm, striae 34/10 µm (Courtesy of the Trustees of the British Museum). 6, 7. Diatoms observed using LM 
on tablet BM28109. 6: Nitzschia sp., 7: Small penate diatoms? (Courtesy of the Trustees of the British 
Museum). 8, 9. Diatoms observed using SEM on tablet BM104703. 8: Stephanodiscus minutulus (Kütz.) 
Cleve et Möller. Diameter: 4 µm. 9: Discostella Houk et Klee sp. Diameter: 3.5 µm (Courtesy of the Trustees 
of the British Museum).






