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Records of the Sphingidae (Lepidoptera) from the Philippines,
with Descriptions of a New Species and a New Subspecies!

By

Hiroshi INOUE

311-2, Bushi, Iruma City, Saitama Pref. 358, Japan

Abstract. All the specimens of the Sphingidae from the Philippines preserved in the
National Science Museum, Tokyo, are listed, together with my private collection. The
species not examined by me but previously recorded by senior authors are added. One
new species, Poliana albescens, and one new subspecies, Amplypterus panopus mindana-
oensis, are described. Three new synonyms are stated: Ambulyx tattina uichancoi
(CLARK) =A. tattina JORDAN, Cypa decolor manilae CLARK=C. decolor decolor
(WALKER), and Elibia linigera Bo1ISDUVAL=E. dolichus WESTWOOD. The lectotype
and paralectotype of Macroglossum caldum philippinense CLARK are designated.

BoispDuvAL ([1875]) described seven new species of the Sphingidae from the
Philippines: Choerocampa hesperus [=Daphnis placida placida (WALKER)],
Elibia lignigera [=E. dolichus (WESTWOOD)], Acosmeryx socrates (Manila),
Panacra tiridates, Choerocampa echeclus [=Hippotion], Choerocampa rhesus
[=Theretra], and Choerocampa pollux [=Cechenena]. BUTLER (1879) de-
scribed one new species: Enpinanga vigens. ROTHSCHILD (1894 & 1895) de-
scribed three new species: Meganoton cocytoides, 1894 [ =M. rufescens rufescens
(BUTLER)]; although Mindanao was included, cocytoides is considered to be a
synonym of the nominotypical subspecies from India to Thailand, Ambulyx
staudingeri, 1895, and Panacra variegata, 1894 [ =Eupanacra mydon elegantulus
(HERRICH-SCHAFFER)]. SEMPER (1896) listed 45 species of the Sphingidae
from various islands of the Philippines, including two new species, Chaerocampa
brunnea [ =Theretra] and Sataspes cerberus [=S. tagalica BOISDUVAL, subsp.].
ROTHSCHILD et JORDAN (1903) cited literature in great detail for each species
and subspecies and their synonyms of all the known taxa of the world. They
described Polyptychus trilineatus philippinensis from Luzon and Mindanao.
WAGNER (1913-1919) cites about 30 species (including some widespread species
in the Oriental Region such as Agrius convolvuli) as occurring the Philippines
mainly based on ROTHSCHILD et JORDAN, (1903). CLARK (1917-1938), de-
scribed eight new species and eight new subspecies mainly from Luzon. JENSEN

1) This study is supported by the Grant-in-aid for Scientific Research Nos. 60041078 and
61043074 for Field Research of the Monbusho International Scientific Research Program, Japan.



82 Hiroshi INOUE

(1973) recorded 37 species mainly from Palawan, with some taxonomic notes.
Recently HOGENES et TREADAWAY (1993), described five new species from the
Philippines.

The following list is compiled mainly based on a rich collection made by Dr
M. OwADA (abbreviated as MO), the National Science Museum, Tokyo (ab-
breviated as NSMT), with a few specimens collected by Dr Y. KUROSAWA of the
same museum. In addition some specimens I personally received from Drs H.
KEzZUKA and Y. Yoshiyasu and from various sources caught by native collectors
are included. Most of the specimens, including the holotypes of two new taxa,
secured by Drs KUROSAWA and OwWADA are preserved in the National Science
Museum, Tokyo, but most of my private collection (abbreviated as HI) will be
transferred to the Natural History Museum, London, excepting part of them
which will be donated to Nat. Sci. Mus., Tokyo, after completion of this paper.
The species not examined by me but recorded from the Philippines are also cited.

Among the type-series of moths here illustrated those of CLARK’s new taxa
(figs. 1, 3-5) excepting fig. 6 were taken at Carnegie Museum, Pittsburgh, and
those of ROTHSCHILD and JORDAN (fig. 2) and fig. 6 at The Natural History
Museum, London.

In compiling this list I express my gratitude to the above mentioned friends.

OwADA’s collecting sites. Luzon: Barlig, 1,550m, Mt. Data, 2, 250 m,
Sagada, 1,550 m, Mountain Prov.; Paoay, 2,400 m, Nr Sayangan, Benguet Prov.;
Los Banos, 200m,Laguna Prov. Mindoro: Puerto Galera, 50m, N Mindoro.
Mindanao: Iligan, New Bataan, N Davao; Mt. Talomo, 1,100m, Apo Range,
Upper Baracatan, Davao; Motoklot, 650 m, Gasy, 700 m, Maitum, S Cotabato.
Palawan: Matalangao, 180 m, N Palawan; Victoria Peak, 500 m, Trident Mines, C
Palawan.

Agrius convolvuli (LINNAEUS)

Sphinx convolvuli LINNAEUS, 1758, Syst. Nat. (Edn 10), 1: 490.

Material examined. Luzon: Paoay, 2,400m, 10. vii. 1985, 147; Los Bafios,
12. ix. 1985, 1 ¥ (MO). Panay: 23. v. 1995, 147, HI. Palawan: Puerto Princesa,
16. v. 1988, 147, HI.

Notes. SEMPER (1896) recorded from Luzon, Bohol, Cebu and Mindanao,
and JENSEN (1973) from Palawan.

Megacorma obliqua obliqgua (WALKER)

Macrosila obligua WALKER, 1856, List Specimens lepid. Insects Colln. Br. Mus., 8: 208.

Material examined. Palawan: Victoria Peak, 500 m, Trident Mines, 3-5. ix.
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1985, 147 (MO).
Notes. ScHULTZE (1907) recorded from Luzon, and JENSEN (1973) from
Palawan and Balabac.

Acherontia styx medusa MOORE

Acherontia medusa MOORE, [1858], Cat. lepid. Insects Mus. Hon. East-India Comp., 1: 267.

Material examined. Palawan: Puerto Princesa, 15. v. 1988, 157, HI.

Notes. SEMPER (1896) recorded from Luzon, and JENSEN (1973) from
Palawan. The correct subspecies name and its author was shown by KITCHING
and SPITZER (1995, p. 181).

Acherontia lachesis (FABRICIUS)

Sphinx lachesis FABRICIUS, 1798, Ent. Syst. Suppl., p. 434.

6

Figs. 1-6. Type-series. 1. Ambulyx sericeipennis luzoni (CLARK), holotype ¢. 2. A.
wilemani (ROTHSCHILD et JORDAN), holotype «". 3. A. immaculata (CLARK), holo-
type ¥. 4. A. johnsoni (CLARK), holotype ¥. 5. Clanis surigaoensis CLARK, holotype
J". 6. Macroglossum caldum philipinense CLARK, paralectotype .
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Figs. 7-12. Meganoton, Poliana and Ambulyx spp. 7. M. rufescens philippinensis CLARK,
o". 8. P. albescens sp. nov., holotype «. 9. A. sericeipennis luzoni CLARK, . 10. A.
immaculata CLARK, o". 11. A. johnsoni CLARK, 4. 12. Ditto, .

Matrial examined. Luzon: Mt. St. Thomas, S of Baguio, v—vi. 1985, 147,
HI. Barlig, 1,550m, 19. vii, 1985, 1% (MO); Sagada, 1,550 m, 21-23. vii. 1983,
247, 1% (MO). Mindanao: Mt. Talomo, 1,100 m, 3—6. viii. 1985, 15" (MO).

Notes. SEMPER (1896) recorded from Luzon, Polillo, Babuyan and Cebu,
RoOTHSCHILD and JORDAN (1903) from Palawan, and JENSEN (1973) from
Palawan and Balabac.

Meganoton nyctiphanes (WALKER)

Macrosila nyctiphanes WALKER, 1856, List Specimens lepid. Insects Colln. Br. Mus., 8: 209.

Notes. ROTHSCHILD and JORDAN (1903) recorded from Palawan.
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Meganoton rufescens philippinensis CLARK

Meganoton rufescens philippinensis CLARK, 1938, Proc. New Engl. zool. Club, 17: 37.

Matrial examined. Mindanao: Iligan, 8-10. iv. 1969, 17 (MO).

Notes. This subspecies was founded on a single male from Los Baiios,
Luzon. ROTHSCHILD (1894) included Mindanao for the range of M. cocytoides
ROTHSCHILD, a junior synonym of the nominotypical subspecies.

Poliana albescens sp. nov.

Male. Palpus with 1st and 2nd joints white, 3rd joint, face and dorsal
surface of head olive-green, antennal shaft with dorsal surface olive-green, apical
one-fifth white. Thorax and abdomen above olive-green, apical half of tegula
white, a pair of black patches formed by raised tuft of hair present at posterior
margin of thorax. Abdominal segments fringed with white at posterior margins,
each segment with a pair of white dots as extensions of oblique lateral white lines.
Thorax and abdomen below white, legs variegated with white and olive-green.

Forewing olive-green, basal area white, subbasal white line, ante- and post-
median series of lines alternately white and dark brown, the outer antemedian and

14

Figs. 13-14. Male genitalia, right valva. 13. Poliana albescens sp. nov. (H. INOUE Slide
12390). 14. P. leucomelas ROTHSCHILD et JORDAN (HI Slide 13313).
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inner postmedian white lines broadened at costa, subterminal fascia more weakly
dentate than postmedian lines, produced at middle, ill-defined white patch at
subterminal area between veins 4 and 6, termen and fringe with white spots
between vein 2 and 6, a white spot at tornus. Hindwing darker olive-green,
straightish postmedian fascia faint, a white bar near tornus, fringe white, spotted
with olive-green at extensions of veins. Underside monotonous brownish green,
forewing with two white costal marks at posterior area, hindwing with basal and
hindmarginal area whitish, transverse fasciae much faintly reproduced than on
above.

Length of forewing: 47-49 mm. Wingspan: 91-99 mm.

Male genitalia. Harpe very short, apical area upcurved, strongly serrated,
aedeagus cylindrical, simple, no cornuti.

Type series. Holotype o7, and paratypes 4o”: Motoklot, 650 m, Maitum,
South Cotabato, Mindanao, 11. viii. 1985 (MO). The holotype and two paratypes
in coll. NSMT, one paratype in coll. HI and one paratype in coll. J.-M. CADIOU,
Brussels.

Distribution. Philippines (Mindanao).

Notes. Somewhat similar to P. leucomelas ROTHSCHILD et JORDAN (1915)
from Thailand, Cambodia and Vietnam, but quite distinct in colour of body and
wings, forewing with much smaller white discal stigma and white area of median
and terminal area much more confined. The male genitalia have a quite distinctly
shaped harpe as illustrated.

Psilogramma menephron menephron (CRAMER)

Sphinx menephron CRAMER, 1780, Uitlandsche Kapellen, 3: 164, pl. 285: A.

Material examined. Luzon: Los Bafios, 200m, 21-23. vii. 1985, 1 %; id., 12.
ix. 1985, 147 (MO). Mindanao: Mt. Talomo, 1,100 m, 3-6. viii. 1985, 1 %; Gasy,
700m, 12-13. viii. 1985, 1¥ (MO). Palawan: Puerto Princesa, 15-20. v. 1988,
247, 2%, HL.

Notes. SEMPER (1896) recorded from Luzon, Cebu, Bohol and Mindanao,
and JENSEN (1973) from Palawan and Balabac.

Amplypterus panopus mindanaoensis subsp. nov.

Separated from A. p. panopus (CRAMER) as follows:

Forewing with outer shading of postmedian fascia usually broader, terminal
dark area inwardly bordered with black fascia much more sharply angled inward
at vein 5. Hindwing with outer postmedian fascia a little more distally placed,
distal yellow marks of inner postmedian fascia less developed, antemedian fascia
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