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Abstract Hantaro Nagaoka (1865-1950) is one of the first physicists of Japan and the most
important scientists in modern Japan. This paper’s aim is to analyze the reprints of science papers
sent by Japanese scientists between the 1890s and 1940s in Hantaro Nagaoka Papers, a collection
held by the National Museum of Nature and Science in Japan. As a result of this analysis, we have
found the transformation in the research topics and the scientific fields of the authors who sent
them in each period up to the 1930s. In addition, since the 1930s, we have clarified that there was
the expansion of variations of authors’ belongs. Through analysis of the reprints of papers in the
archival materials of scientists, it is possible to confirm the transformation and expansion of the
research topics and belongs of scientists in modern Japan.
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