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Abstract Before WWII, it was a common understanding for the Japanese scientists and also to
the Japanese public that studying abroad was an important part of endeavoring their studies. Look-
ing back to history, it is evident that after the 1880s, a vast majority of Japanese students has
favored Germany as their place of further studies. This monograph attempts to provide a collective
analysis of this phenomenon, examining the case for physicists in particular.

First, we show that most of the physics students who graduated the University of Tokyo between
1893 and 1914 has chosen Germany as their primary destination of further studies. This is a result
of the fact that Germany showed dominance in physics in this period. Second, by using the
address information of students, collected by Wa-Doku-Kai (Deutsch-Japanische Gesellschaft) in
Berlin, an association of the Japanese who lived in Germany and German who once had lived in
Japan, and a database of Japanese enrollments by the German universities, we analyze in which
cities and universities the Japanese students were present.

This survey shows that Japanese physicists between 1893 and 1914 were concentrated in Berlin,
Gottingen and Miinchen, the centers of research and education in physical sciences in Germany.
Some descriptions of institutional settings of German Physics in this period are also provided.

Key words: studying abroad, Japanese physicists, Wa-Doku-Kai (Deutsch-Japanische Gesell-
schafft), physics in Germany
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