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First Silver-plate-glass Reflecting Telescope in Japan and its Effect on
Japanese Telescope Making
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Abstract An old reflecting telescope stored in Kumamoto City Museum is found to be a first
silver-plate-glass reflecting telescope in Japan. From literatures, this telescope was made by Irv-
ing, a small UK telescope maker and imported to Japan in 1920 and finally had possessed by
Kazuyuki Tkeda, amateur astronomer dwelled in Kumamoto. We describe characteristics of this
telescope and discuss its effect on Japanese telescope making.
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