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A Wall Clock made by Arimasa in 1834 with the Pie Chart Style Dial
and the Automatically Expanding-Contracting Hand
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Abstract: A wall clock, which was inscribed with Japanese clockmaker Arimasa’s siguature and
the production date of the 5th year of Tempo period (1834) and had the pie chart style dial and the
automatical expanding-contracting hand, was deposited by Kondo who is one of the Auther to the
National Science Museum. One of the most unique characteristics is that the hand which is set in
the front disc on the dial expand and contract and then indicate automatically the times of temporal
hour. It is thought that the completions of mechanisms such as the automatical indication for the
temporal hour were the ultimate goals for Japanese clockmakers. Therefore, Arimasa's clock is
probably one of the most important materials which give useful informations for the history of

Japanese clocks.
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