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Abstract The National Science Museum has recently acquired a new addition to its Hantaro Na-
GAOKA Papers. Hantaro NAGAOKA (1865-1950), best-known as the originator of the Saturnian
atomic model, served as research physicist, university physics teacher, university administrator,
and sometimes politico-scientist. The notebooks, diaries, memoranda, and correspondence of Na-
gaoka illustrate various aspects of his life and the community of Japanese scientists in his time.
The new collection includes experiment notebooks (in particular on atomic and molecular spectra),
miscellaneous notes, memoranda, manuscripts, photographs, letters, postcards, diplomas, and
books. Among others, the manuscripts of his speeches welcoming Werner Heisenberg and P. A. M.
Dirac in 1929 and Niels Bohr in 1937 may attract special attention. They reveal the exact contents

of Ngaoka’s speeches whose tones some physicists have occasionally mentioned as inspiring.
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Professor Heisenberg, Dr. Dirac and Gentlemen!

A fortnight ago there was a great excitement in Tokyo, caused by the arrival of the leviathan of
the air, Graf Zeppelin, whose grandeur and manoeuvre aroused popular applause. But still more
exciting to a limited number of scientists was the news that the founder and propounder of the new
quantum theory, Prof. Heisenberg and Dr. Dirac, will come to Japan and deliver lectures on inter-
esting subjects in the field, which has been cultivated by their own hands.

Everybody is impressed with reverence and sublimity in hearing new doctrines directly from the
mouth of the originator. Such discourses are often given in Europe and America, but in the Far
East, it is extremely rare to come into personal contact with the forerunners of science. To-day we
have the honour of wellcoming [sic] Prof. Heisenberg and Dr. Dirac, without any show of
pageantry or shouts of acclamation from the public, but still and serene, as will be fit for receiving
the intellectual colossi that the twentieth century can boast of. A few months ago, we heard of their
crossing the Atlantic, but much anxiety was felt if their skipping over the Pacific be not ‘verboten’.
Unlike Quantensprung, nature imposed no Auswahlprinzip on personal affairs, so that their pas-
sage over the Pacific was much facilitated by the intermediation of Dr. Nishina. At last the die was
cast as a consequence of the generous aid from Keimeikwai, backed by the Institute of Physical
and Chemical Research. We rejoice at the appearance of the bright doublet, shining with radiance
in the land of the Rising Sun. Certainly the lectures will be listened with enthusiasm by the audi-
ence assembled from different parts of this country, and give strong impressions on the importance
of the new quantum theory, which has not yet taken deep root in the Far East.

It is in fact admirable how Prof. Heisenberg and Dr. Dirac have trodden unbeaten tracks in theo-
retical physics at such an early age, that most of the students in Japan are still cramming and grop-
ing through their lecture notes to pass class examinations, which are the only ladder of hope for
their future career. No one will at present aspire to imitate the examples set forth by the distin-
guished physicists; but by reflecting what rich harvest of investigation can be reaped even in the
flower of life, the students will assuredly receive strong impetus to their own research.

By the successful flight of the Zeppelin, there is no doubt that regular voyage between Europe
and the Far East will be started in course of time, and the transit reduced to a span of a few days; in
that case, I earnestly hope that the visit of Prof. Heisenberg and Dr. Dirac will be repeated as occa-
sion permits, to shed fresh lights on the progress of physics, and to awake us from the state of dor-
mant stupor, in which the nations of the Far East are accustomed to indulge, as classical ideas are
constantly singing the lullaby.

[September 1929]
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