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Abstract. Breeding status of the common kingfisher (4/cedo atthis) on the Imperial Palace Grounds from 2009 to
2013 are reported. Five cases of confirmed breeding (not including unsuccessful nesting attempts) were recorded
during the 5 years. Among them, 2 cases, which occured in the same nest in 2009, were considered as breeding
success since there were no signs of predation or carcasses of the chicks and one or more fledglings were observed.
While only 5 fledglings were observed at the first breeding of the 2 cases, the total number of fledglings in 2009
was estimated to be 13 based on the number of eggs laid and un-hatched eggs. Breeding of the common kingfisher
has been observed at two artificial nesting sites on the Imperial Palace Grounds since 1995. In the first term
research performed from 1996 to 2000, 6 cases of breeding success among 12 breeding cases and 32 fledglings
were observed. In addition, total number of fledglings was estimated to be 36 individuals during this period.
Improtantly, the number of breeding attempts and fledglings decreased over the past 10 years. Corruption of the
nest tunnel was found in 2002. Thus, a deterioration of the nesting ground may be associated with the decrease in
breeding success. This assumption is supported by an observation of nesting in the drain hole of concrete walls of
inner moats in 2013. On the other hand, no breeding pair of common kingfisher was observed in 4 breeding
seasons during the 9 years from 2005 to 2013. This observation suggests that the number of common kingfishers
in the breeding season has decreased on the Imperial Palace Grounds.

Key words: Alcedo atthis, breeding status, common kingfisher, Imperial Palace Grounds.
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