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Utilization of the Institute for Nature Study in school education: some changes
due to the start of period for integrated study
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Summary

Since period for integrated study has started in elementary, junior and senior high schools,
I investigated its influence upon the utilization of the Institute for Nature Study in school
education between April 2000 and December 2003. The number of use by schools did not
change during the period. Many schools used the Institute in spring (April-June) and autumn
(October-November). The use for period for integrated study and school trips, which often
had the same purpose with period for integrated study, was prone to increase. In almost of
these cases, students asked some questions that were concerned with biology and
environmental problems. However, the questions were sometimes very simple, and should
obtain the answers by themselves. In more than half of the use for school trips, the students
learned or investigated nothing about the subjects before their visits. For utilizing the
Institute for Nature Study effectively in period for integrated study, it will be important to

improve leadership of teachers and to improve guidance to teachers from the Institute.



