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Soil Animal Community of the Institute for Nature Study in Tokyo
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Summary
Soil animal community was investigated in a forest of the Institute for Nature Study,
National Science Museum, Tokyo. The soil samples were collected in the forest of Castanpsis
sieboldii, one of the well preserved forests in the area. The presence of land snails, amphipods,
geophilomorph centipedes, millipedes and diplurans, which are most sensitive against
environmental changes, may indicate higer degree of nature quality in this area. The
indicator value of naturalness using soil animals (Aoki, 1995) show, however, 55 points, the

value lower than expected.





