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Life History of a Leaf Miner, Stigmella sp., on an
Evergreen Oak, Castanopsis cuspidata var. sieboldii

Nobuo Hisai*
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Summary

This stigmelid moth is bivoltine. The first adult (overwintering generation) emerges middle
May to early June and the second adult probably does late June to early July. Larvae are found
in June and middle October to early April. Overwintering larvae mature rapidly late February
to midde March according to the temperature.

Eggs are laid on the upper surface of the leaves of the host plant. Eggs of overwintering
generation, which are laid late June, remain through the summer and hatch in October.

When fullgrown, the larva leaves the mine through a semicircular slit and spins a cocoon under
fallen leaves on the ground.

The larva does not differentiate from Stigmella castanopsiella on the same host plant, and the

mine is also similar to that of S. castanopsiella.



