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Summary

In the National Park for Nature Study, the rates of injured leaves by a nepticulid miner were
very high, and more than one third (34.2%) of new leaves of Sudajii (Castanopsis cuspidata var.
sieboldii), or host tree were burrowed by this miner at the latest investigation though the rates
showed a gradual decrease. The rates, however, indicated to be remarkably high comparing with the
data of 1.4 to 3.9% at Jimmuji (Kanagawa Prefecture) and 0.7 to 3.2% at Kamogawa (Chiba Pre-
fecture) during the last few years.

The mean egg density per leaf was 12.16 n the 1971-generation and was 6.35 in the 1972-ge-
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neration. The density has remarkably decreased less than 1.5 (0.71 to 1.42) since the 1973-genera-
tion, and it has a tendency to decrease every year. Change of the mean of prepupal larvae per leaf
showed a similar tendency to that of eggs, too. The rate of deaths of the third and fourth instar
larvae by a parasite, or Cirrospilus sp. to total mortality of these larvae was 27.2% in the 1971-ge-
neration, and it increased above 50% (50.0 to 66.5%) from the 1972-generation except 35.4% in
the 1976-generation.

Nepticula castanopsiella population seems to decrease caused by this parasitic insect pressure,

and an abnormal leaf fall of the host tree is gradually decreasing every year in consequence.
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